Virginia Highlands Festival

250th American Musical Celebration on July 26, 2026

NARRATION by Steve Hawkins:

Welcome! Today we’re remembering and celebrating American music.

1776---imagine----music here in Washington County, VA. Simple folks hummed, sang and
whistled. Some played fiddles, dulcimers and banjos they made. Music was part of life.

While some folks such as Ben Franklin and Thomas Jefferson travelled to Europe and
experienced orchestras, chamber music, and opera— most Americans created their own
music or learned music that had been passed down to them.

Native Americans played simple cane flutes and hand-made percussion instruments,
sang chants and songs for their ancestors. Their dancing and singing celebrated harvests,
asked for rain and commemorated great events.

Traveling ballad singers were held in high esteem. Folks would house and feed them and
host gatherings to hear the balladeers sing the 20-or-more verse oral ballads their
grandparents brought with them from the British Isles.

Meeting houses held church services where a capella music was heard. Instruments were
scarce. African American enslaved people developed deeply emotional, gripping songs of
sadness, hope and longing. Faith, family and traditions were important to people and their
music reflected their beliefs.

Singing games were popular for adults and young people. Folks gathered in barns, country
stores and community places for complicated harmony singing events.

America was, and still is, a melting pot of people, cultures, styles and diversity. Out of this
rich soil, many styles of music have grown. We’ll experience several of those genres today.



We’ll begin our musical journey with a 500-year-old Scottish Children’s Nursery
Rhyme song called Katie Bairdy played by Sandra Parker.

The Storms are On The Ocean was famously recorded by our own local Carter
family in Bristol, VA in 1927. That big bang of country music eventually led to a lot
of country, folk and popular music today. The roots of this song are from a 1700’s
Scottish seafaring ballad and represent the musical bridge between Scotland and
Appalachia that was happening then and still continues.

In the late 1700’s and early 1800’s, Fiddles and banjos were the preferred
instruments for barn dances. In 1776, Soldier’s Joy was a festive country dance
string band tune that continued into the Civil War and is still popular today. During
the Civil War, its title took on a darker meaning as slang for morphine, whisky and
beer to alleviate battlefield pain. The Highlands String Band will perform it.

The poignant Revolutionary War song, Johnny Has Gone for a Soldier, describes a
lady’s sadness for her beloved man as he goes off to war. Joel Brame is playing an
Appalachian dulcimer similar to ones that were crafted in our region.

The Second Great Awakening in American religion happened between the
1790’s-1840’s. Here in Southwest VA, most churches didn’t have instruments.
Before hymnals and instruments, song leaders would line out the songs. There are
still Old Regular Baptists in the mountains of Southwest VA and Eastern KY that
teach hymns this way. Join Mary Munsey now as she demonstrates lining out with
Amazing Grace. Shape Note singing was another popular way of learning to sing
and she’ll tell you a bit about that, too.

As America expanded, Immigrants continued to arrive and living conditions
improved for some people. Some communities built one-room schools and
children had educational opportunities. However, the lives of enslaved Americans
until 1865 continued to be harsh and dreary and without freedom. These incredible
people used music as a way to endure, mourn, survive and have hope. Spirituals
evolved into the beautiful American genre that we have today. At this time we’ll
have a Spiritual, Guide My Feet, by the Mosaic Choir.
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From the 1840’s through 1864, America’s first successful and most popular
songwriter emerged. Stephen Foster had a gift for paring lyrics and melodies and
telling the stories Americans could relate to through songs. Parlor ballads such as
Beautiful Dreamer, sung now by Eugene Wolf, became very popular and the age of
Sheet Music began with fervor.

Reverend Henry Webster and Joseph Webster in 1857 wrote Lorena, which
homesick soldiers on both sides of the Civil War identified with. Let’s enjoy this
rendition by Eugene Wolf, Jason Settle and Barbara Walton.

Town and City bands in the mid-1800’s began playing for functions and brass
instruments were a vital part of military maneuvers and essential for signaling
during the civil war. Dr. Matthew Frederick will be playing a few period instruments
and will let us hear some authentic sounds from that era.

Okay, it’s time for a sing-a-long. Join us in a fun rendition of one of America’s
favorite songs from the 1800’s, Stephen Foster’s beloved horse racing song
Camptown Races. Lyrics are printed on your insert.

Before we leave the mid-1800’s lets hear one of the greatest Stephen Foster songs.
Hard Times was written in 1857, 7 years before the Civil War. Foster was very
aware of the brewing storm that was coming. A northerner by birth and conviction,
he was very sympathetic to the plight of the poor and especially to the slaves.

What a Friend We Have in Jesus, was published as a poem anonymously in 1865
but was later attributed to an Irish immigrant named Joseph Scriven. In 1868, an
American attorney named Charles Converse put the beloved music with it. Join us
now as we sing one of America’s favorite hymns from the late 1800’s. Check your
insert.

The 3rd Great Awakening in America went from the Late 1850’s-Early 1900’s-
Dwight Moody and Ira Sankey pioneered evangelism at the time. This was the birth
of the popularity of Gospel Music and the sheet music industry was thriving as
gospel became more popular. It’s many forms remain popular today thankfully!
Let’s enjoy the Mosaic Choir again as they do a-Gospel Song titled Lord, Help Me
to Hold Out.
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After the Civil War, the music industry boomed. Each city and town had its own
band. Highly trained musicians were everywhere. Symphonies in New York,
Chicago, Boston and other cities thrived. European opera, classical music, and
orchestras brought waves of fine musicians to America. Freed slaves migrated to
cities and took their melodies, styles, rhythms and lyrics with them. Guitarists and
pianists and brass and woodwind players mingled and created a melting pot of
music. Blues, ragtime and ballads combined into one of America’s own types of
music which we call Jazz. Along with the music came dancing! By 1923, a dance
craze called the Charleston was all the rage. Let’s hear the Tri-Cities Jazz
Orchestra 8!

On the National scene, Sweet Georgia Brown was a big hitin 1925.

Tin Pan Alley, from the 1890’s to 1930’s, was the thriving area in New York City that
produced tons of hits from young songwriters. Its Golden Age was the 1920’s-30’s
due to vaudeville and radio and the massive amount of sheet music it produced.
Two of the best were brothers George and Ira Gershwin. In their 1926 Broadway
musical Oh Kay! they intended this song, Someone To Watch Over Me to be a fast,
jazzy, upbeat tune. Thanks to singers such as Ella Fitzgerald and Frank Sinatra, it
has become one of the most beloved, beautiful, Slow-Jazz standards.

Back in Your Own Backyard from 1928 was popularized by Al Jolson, and Billie
Holliday had a popular version in 1938 too.

All of Me-from 1931 became hits for Louis Armstrong and Billie Holliday

Summertime-1934. This lovely Aria was written for a folk opera called Porgy and
Bess by Gershwin.

You Are My Sunshine-1939 was made popular by country singer and Governor of
Louisiana Jimmie Davis. Please sing with us.

Cripple Creek is a popular old-time and bluegrass standard. These types of music
are also uniquely American.

Take the A Train- In1939 Arranger Billy Strayhorn wrote this on the subway going
for his job interview with Duke Ellington-COOL!
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There Will Never Be Another You-1942 Written for a 20th Century Fox Musical
called Iceland. A whole NEW music industry has flourished since movies added
sound. One of the first movies with a complete sound score was Max Steiner’s King
Kongin 1933. Since then, we’ve become accustomed to movie, television, and
games having music imbedded in, or playing in the background of our lives.

Taking a Chance on Love-1940 Broadway musical Cabin in the Sky with Ethel
Waters and then, in 1943, MGM Film success with Benny Goodman and Helen
Forrest

You Make Me Feel So Young-1946 written for the musical film Three Little Girls in
Blue

Tennessee Waltz-1946 the lyrics were written on a matchbox in the car on the way
to a dance by Pee Wee King and Redd Stewart Patti Page had a hit in 1950 with it.

Time After Time-1947 by Jule Styne and Sammy Cahn Introduced by Frank Sinatra
in the MGM Musical film It Happened in Brooklyn...

Teach Me Tonight-1953 by Sammy Cahn and Gene DePaul...

Fever-written in 1955, became a Jazz standard by Peggy Lee in 1958, David & Ann
Ledgerwood along with Mary Munsey will put their own spin on this sultry classic.

Blowin' in the Wind-is a well-known protest song from the 1960’s when the Civil
Rights Movement, the Vietham War and the politically active counterculture
changed the face of America forever.

American Country music is relatable and often has universal themes and catchy
lyrics. The popular duet I’'ve Got a Never Ending Love for You makes you want to
sing along.

Bluegrass, old-time and folk music can lift your spirits with humorous lyrics, fast
tempos and fun melodies. Join us in a favorite American children’s play-party song.
The Crawdad Hole.

Fly Me to the Moon-1954 written by Bart Howard was popularized by Frank Sinatra
in 1964



34. On the Street Where You Live-1956 by Lerner and Lowe was created for the
Broadway Musical My Fair Lady

35. Till There Was You-1957 by Meredith Wilson used in The Music Man Itis the ONLY
Broadway tune EVER covered by the Beatles on their 1963 album With the Beatles

Well folks, it’s been a great afternoon and we’ve barely scratched the surface of all of the
musical styles that America has given us in 250 years. We would like to end our show
today by standing and singing a verse of America, The Beautiful together.

Thanks very much for coming out today. We appreciate your support for the Virginia
Highlands Festival and we hope you’ll enjoy the rest of the festival which continues
through next Sunday ,August 2nd,



